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1405 Little John Rd.
Bellevue, NE
lpdlfrd@cox.net
As we were having breakfast on January 8, 2017, we spotted an unusuallooking bird with House Sparrows in the tree above our deck. After consulting the
National Geographic field guide, we determined it was a Brambling. Soon it was
feeding on the deck where we were able to get some photos. It was first spotted at
9:25 a.m. and again at 10:30. We put the information on NEBirds and by late
morning birders began to arrive. The first group saw the bird at 12:02. By early
afternoon we had standing room only in our family room. The bird appeared again
at 1:40, 4:05 and 4:15. We believe that all who came the first day were able to see
the bird, and many got excellent photos. The Brambling was attracted to coarse,
hulled sunflower seeds on our deck. It never stayed more than one to two minutes at
a time.

Brambling at the home of Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue. Here photographed by
Loren Padelford on 8 Jan 2017. (See also photo on page 23.)
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Day two began with the first sighting at 8:57 a.m. before any new observers
arrived. The next time it was seen was 3:45 p.m., and the next and last time for the
day was 4:23.
The weather on day three, January 10, was not favorable for travel, but
several birders drove icy roads from Kansas, Iowa and Minnesota. The bird was
seen only once, at 8:25 a.m., five minutes before the arrival of the first birders. In
the morning, there were almost no birds visiting the feeders. Two Cooper’s Hawks
were present and one was seen eating a small bird.
Six days after the last sighting at our house, a Brambling showed up at the
residence of David and Pam Kulisek, 1334 Bellevue Blvd. North in Bellevue, about
4 miles north of the original sighting. It was seen twice on that day (January 16), at
1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., on their patio where it was feeding on birdseed. They were
able to get some photos of the bird which suggest that it was the same individual, a
male molting into alternate plumage, as the one in our yard.
This is the fourth known record of Brambling in Nebraska. The first was a
female seen in Scottsbluff at the feeder of Dean and Phyllis Drawbaugh April 14-19,
1999. This was part of a North American irruption into British Columbia and the
northwestern United States (Sharpe 2001). The second record was a second-year
male at Crane Meadows Nature Center, Hall Co, on April 8, 2006, (Silcock 2006).
The third record was a female at a feeder in a cedar canyon in Lincoln County from
Dec 14, 2014, to Jan 31, 2015 (Silcock 2015).
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